Galston Gorge to Mt Kuring-gai

& 4h, 6h30min to 2 days 9}9 M (

Hard track

This walk follows the eastern side of the steep Berowra Creek valley
from Galston Gorge to Crosslands and then heads over the ridge to
follow Lyrbird Gully up to the train station at Mt Kuring-gai. This
enjoyable section of The Great North Walk spends most of the time
enjoying the wide tidal creeks in the deep valleys. There are many
grass trees and sandstone caves to enjoy as well as several lovely
places to camp. Crosslands provides road access, a chance to fill up
the water bottle and an optional side trip to motel style
accommodation at Crosslands Conventions centre. Let us begin by
acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we

§ travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.
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Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
& Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)
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7 1 Gradient Short steep hills (3/6)
i fe -
k QA ';,Af%y/‘ Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)
S \ Infrastructure Limited facilities, not all cliffs are fenced (3/6)
Experience Required Some bushwalking experience recommended (3/6)
Weather Storms may impact on navigation and safety (3/6)

Getting to the start: From , Pearce’s Corner.

Before you start any journey ensure you;

» Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning

* Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
» Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers

» Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point

* Are healthy and fit enough for this journey

If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.
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Getting started: From the Galston Gorge
trackhead, this walk follows the
'Crosslands' sign up the timber steps, away
from the road. The track soon bends left
then mostly flattens out as it winds along
the side of the valley for almost 200m,
where it passes above an old rusted car
(some distance down the hill, to your left).
Here the narrowing, rocky track winds
down through a lovely grass tree and
boulder forest for about 600m, coming to a
small flat rock platform. The walk then
bends right (ignoring the steep track down
to the left). The track then leads among
more grass trees for another 100m and
crosses a mossy and rocky gully. Once
across this gully, the track begins to climb
steeply, then up a steep set of steps
(through a crack in the rock). At the top of
the steps, the track continues to climb for
another 70m before mostly flattening out.
Soon the track starts to wind downhill,
crossing a wider mossy gully with larger
boulders and a small waterfall. The gully is
marked with a few GNW markers.

Galston Gorge track head is located at a small
car park on the eastern side of Berowra Creek,
near the bottom of the gorge on Galston Road.
This track head is a good access point for those
wanting to do sections of the Great North Walk
and is well signposted. Keep an eye open for the
local chickens.

After another 10 m (from the The Great North
Walk) turn right, to head along The Great
North Walk.

After another 1 m (from the The Great
North Walk) continue straight, to head
along The Great North Walk (a steps).
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Then head up the 32 earthen steps (about 20 m

long)

After another 360 m head down the 38 earthen
A steps (about 20 m long)

é After another 620 m cross the ford.

From the The Great North Walk veer
left, to head along The Great North
Walk.
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After another 30 m head up the 33 stone steps
A (about 15 m long)

After another 15 m head up the 35 stone steps
A (about 9 m long)

After another 185 m find the "Gulley Creek
@ Falls" (15 m on your right)

This is a nice little creek crossing on the Great
North Walk in Galston Gorge. The small falls flow
just upstream of the track, even after a small
amount of rain. Enjoy the cool shade of the trees
at the creek crossing from the track.

@ After another 30 m cross the ford.

From the The Great North Walk turn
left, to head along The Great North
Walk.

é After another 820 m cross the ford.

From the The Great North Walk continue
() straight, to head along The Great North Walk.

After another 320 m (from the The
Great North Walk) continue straight,
to head along The Great North Walk.

After another 165 m come to the viewpoint.

After another 580 m cross the ford.

At the intersection of The Great North Walk &
Provest Creek veer left, to head along The
Great North Walk.

After another 45 m head up the 19 earthen
steps (about 15 m long)

After another 220 m cross the ford.

From the The Great North Walk veer left, to
head along The Great North Walk.

After another 165 m cross the ford.

From the The Great North Walk continue
straight, to head along The Great North Walk.

After another 120 m head down the 20 earthen
steps (about 15 m long)

Then cross the bridge (about 6 m long)
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After another 170 m cross the bridge (about 10
m long)



After another 65 m (from the The
j -.--*"YGreat North Walk) continue straight,
to head along The Great North Walk.
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After another 6 m cross the bridge (about 6 m
long)

After another 90 m (from the The
Great North Walk) continue straight,
~-Jto head along The Great North Walk.

After another 600 m (from the The Great North
Walk) continue straight, to head along The
Great North Walk.

After another 20 m come to the "Berowra Creek
camp" (35 m on your right).

After another 10 m find the "Berowra Creek
campsite" (15 m on your right).
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This shady campsite is located on the Benowie
Track a short distance back from Berowra Creek,
south of the Crosslands Reserve. Providing
plenty of tree cover, flat ground and an
established fire scar, this campsite is a great
spot for those walkers who want a quiet night's
sleep away from the more popular Crosslands
Reserve. The creek water is brackish at this
point, so it is not drinkable (except after heavy
rain and lower tide, but then the water is more
polluted) - best to bring your own water.

@ After another 25 m cross the bridge

é After another 360 m cross the ford.

From the The Great North Walk turn left, to
head along The Great North Walk.

After another 265 m come to the "Crosslands
Reserve" (55 m on your right).
W:www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

There is a fee to use this campsite.
After another 50 m cross the bridge (about 8 m
long)

After another 45 m (from the The
Great North Walk) continue straight,
to head along The Great North Walk.

After another 25 m (from the The
Great North Walk) continue straight.

After another 95 m cross the bridge (about 4 m
long)

After another 330 m head down the 15 earthen
steps (about 8 m long)

After another 130 m pass the toilet (10 m on
your right).

This toilet is wheelchair accessible.

After another 10 m pass the water tap (15 m on
your right).
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After another 9 m find the "Crosslands
Campsite" (15 m on your right).

On the far southern end of Crosslands Reserve
is a toilet block and campsite. The campsite is
well set up and managed by Hornsby Council.
There are picnic tables, electric barbecues,
toilets, a children's playground, garbage bins
and town water. There is a large flat grassy
areas to camp and a single authorised fire pit.
The campsite must be booked and fees apply -
$9 per night for adults and $6 for children
(infants under 4 are free). The gate at the top of
the hill is locked at 5.30pm EST and 7.30pm
(daylight savings time). A pleasant and well
established campsite beside the river.
Continue straight.

After another 75 m continue straight.

After another 15 m come to the "Viewing
Platform" (20 m on your left).
This viewpoint is wheelchair accessible.

After another 110 m continue
/|straight.

After another 35 m come to the "Viewing
Platform" (7 m on your left).
This viewpoint is wheelchair accessible.

() Continue straight.
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After another 70 m find the "Crosslands Youth &
Convention Centre" (75 m on your left).

Crosslands Youth & Convention Centre is a

wonderful facility run by the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. The centre provides a large
tent-based campsite ($12 pp/pn), large group
dorm-style and unit-style accommodation. The
units have 5 beds (plus sofa bed) and cost $36 a
night per person. The units are equipped with a
kitchen, TV, blankets, supplies for hot drinks,
pillows, blankets and a balcony with views over
Berowra Creek. You will need your own sheets,
pillow cases and towels. Meal packs range from
$5-$10 per person per meal. Breakfast includes
juice, fresh fruit, cereal, toast and optional hash
browns, eggs and sausages. Dinner includes
juice, dinner rolls, salad, pie or sausage (or
optional steak) and desert. No cigarettes,
alcohol or other drugs are allowed on site. For
more information, call your hosts John &
Margaret on (02) 9653 1041.

After another 35 m pass the car park (5 m on
your right).

Then find the "Crosslands"”.
i

Crosslands Reserve is lovely and long mixed use
picnic area, spanning along the edge of Berowra
Creek. There are picnic tables, electric
barbecues, toilets, car parking, a children's
playground, garbage bins, camping area, toilets
and town water. The southern part of Crosslands
is managed by Hornsby Council and the
northern half by the NPWS within the Berowra
Valley National Park. The first inhabitants of this
area were a subgroup of the Dharug people who
enjoyed the sandstone caves, fish and abundant
plant life in the area. It is now managed by
Hornsby Shire Council, but in 1856 Matthew
Charlton asked Burton Crossland to be caretaker
on this area. Burton built a house and made a
living by harvesting timber, growing fruit, fishing
and boat-building.

Turn left.

0 After another 7 m pass the sign (on your right).

After another 40 m pass the car park (5 m on
your right).

After another 80 m (from the Canoe
ntry point) continue straight.

After another 30 m pass the "Windeyer Scout
Camp" (65 m on your left).

After another 45 m pass the car park (8 m on
your right).

After another 50 m (from the Benowie
Walking Track) continue straight, to
head along Benowie Walking Track (a
vehicle track).

After another 20 m find the "Picnic Table" (on
your right).

A timber slat picnic table and bench seat. The
table is 77cm high, 73cm deep and 2.4m wide.

The seats are 47cm high, 29cm deep and 2.4m
wide. On a conrete slab (3x5.5m) and about 7m
(across grass) from the path.

@ After another 25 m pass the "tap" (on your

right).

@ After another 170 m pass the shelter (30 m on

your left).

After another 10 m (from the Benowie
Walking Track) continue straight (a
walking track).

o After another 15 m pass the BBQ (50 m on your

left).



After another 15 m pass the shelter (50 m on
your left).

After another 9 m pass the water tap (50 m on
your left).

Then find the "Crosslands North Picnic area"
(about 9 m ahead).
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The northern section of Crosslands is in Berowra
Valley NP and is a less formal picnic area
compared with the southern area. There is a
toilet block and a few sandy beaches with direct
access to the water. Here you will find a few
picnic tables and shelters, as well as garbage
bins. The eastern side is home to a boardwalk
exploring the estuarine wetland. A pleasant area
to rest and enjoy the water. Fires are only
permitted in formally established fire places .
@ Then pass the toilet (60 m on your left).

After another 20 m find the "Trip Hazard" (on
your left).

There is a 4cm step from between the dirt path
and the northern end of the timber boardwalk.
@ Then cross the bridge (about 55 m long)

After another 75 m cross the bridge (about 80 m

long)

After another 35 m pass a seat (8 m on your
left)., has a backrest.

From the The Great North Walk veer
right, to head along The Great North
Walk.

After another 8 m find the "Berowra Creek
@ (Estuarie) Lookout" (on your left).

The Estuarie lookout over Berowara Creek is
found at the end of the wheelchair-accessible
walk in Crosslands area. The timber lookout
platform provides great views over Berowra
Creek, the timber fence is 95cm high. There are
also information signs about the local flora and
fauna and the 'Original Inhabitants'. There are
two timber bench seats encouraging you to take
some time to soak up this view.

Q Then find the "Seat" (10 m on your left).

Two timber slat bench seats built into timber
viewing platform. Each seat are 41cm high,
28cm deep and 2.5m wide with a 54cm high
backrest.

@ Then come to the viewpoint (6 m on your left).

After another 3 m (at the intersection
of The Great North Walk & Abandoned
Track) continue straight, to head along
The Great North Walk.

After another 225 m cross the bridge (about 15
m long)

After another 130 m pass a seat (on your right).,
has a backrest.

Walk) continue straight.

After another 15 m (from the The Great North
Walk) continue straight, to head along The
Great North Walk.

After another 165 m head up the 65 steps
(about 55 m long)

ﬂ After another 7 m (from the The Great North

é After another 20 m head down the 72 steps

(about 55 m long)

? From the The Great North Walk
e 7S continue straight, to head along The
4 Great North Walk.

After another 10 m pass a seat (on your left).,
has no backrest.

After another 10 m cross the Calna Creek Bridge
@ (about 30 m long)

After another 3 m (at the intersection
of Lyrebird Gully Track & The Great
North Walk) turn right, to head along
Lyrebird Gully Track.
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After another 135 m find the "Calna Creek
Campsite (north)" (4 m on your left).
: 1 AP e
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This is a quaint little campsite, located on the Mt
Kuring-gai access track to the Great North Walk,
on the banks of Calna Creek. This campsite
provides plenty of room for a few tents, and also
a fire scar with logs for seating. Carry in your
own water as the salty creek water is not
suitable for drinking.

After another 90 m head down the 6 wooden
steps (about 3 m long)

After another 5 m head down the 5 stone steps
(about 3 m long)

After another 155 m (from the Lyrebird Gully
Track) continue straight, to head along
Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 35 m cross the bridge (about 7 m
long)

After another 120 m find the "Calna Creek
Campsite (south)" (20 m on your left).
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This small signposted campsite sits on a fla
grassy clearing in a small casuarina forest which
provides plenty of shade. There is a small
fireplace set up. This creek-side campsite is a
good spot for those wanting to get the most out
of a relaxing, overnight camp, just a short stroll
to Berowra Creek and the main spine of the
Great North Walk. Bring your own water, as the
creek water is not suitable for drinking.

Then cross the bridge (about 5 m long)

After another 850 m cross the ford.

At the intersection of Lyrebird Gully Track &
Calna Creek continue straight, to head along
Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 145 m cross the ford.

At the intersection of Lyrebird Gully Track &
Donnelly Creek continue straight, to head
along Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 75 m (at the intersection
of Lyrebird Gully Track & Binya Firetrail
Stretcher Access) continue straight, to
head along Lyrebird Gully Track.

é After another 155 m cross the ford.

At the intersection of Lyrebird Gully Track &
Calna Creek continue straight, to head along
Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 560 m cross the bridge (about 3 m
long)

After another 50 m find the "Lyrebird waterfall"
(8 m on your right).

This informally named waterfall is found on
Lyrebird Gully creek about 300m upstream of its
confluence with Calna Creek. The top of the fall
is partially fenced with a timber handrail where
the water flows over the solid rock platform,
with naturally carved holes, to fall about 8m to
the shallow pool and boulders below. The track
passes the top of the fall and does not provide a
good view of the face of the fall, but it is still a
very pleasant spot.

& Then cross the ford.
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At the intersection of Lyrebird Gully Track &
Lyrebird Gully Creek continue straight, to
head along Lyrebird Gully Track.

Then pass the "Lyrebird Falls" (on your right).

After another 30 m cross the ford.

At the intersection of Lyrebird Gully Track &
Lyrebird Gully Creek continue straight, to
head along Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 215 m cross the ford.

From the Lyrebird Gully Track continue
straight, to head along Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 140 m cross the bridge

After another 310 m cross the bridge (about 3 m
long)

After another 8 m cross the ford.

At the intersection of Lyrebird Gully Track &
Lyrebird Gully Creek continue straight, to
head along Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 500 m cross the bridge (about 4 m
long)

After another 180 m cross the ford.

At the intersection of Lyrebird Gully Track &
Lyrebird Gully Creek continue straight, to
head along Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 520 m (from the Lyrebird Gully
Track) continue straight, to head along
Lyrebird Gully Track.

After another 10 m pass the water tap (on your
left).

After another 15 m head through/around the
gate.



Road) continue straight, to head along
Glenview Road.

After another 20 m turn left.
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