
Fairfax Walk
(Guringai Country)

20 min to 30 min
30 min to 45 min

760 m
Circuit

↑ 56 m
↓ 56 m

1

Smooth & flat

This walk provides some of the best views in Sydney. This pleasant
stroll and wheelchair-accessible walk starts from the car park at the
end of the North Head Scenic Drive, and follows the asphalt footpath
as it loops around the tip of North Head. Enjoy views of the entrance
to Sydney Harbour, the coastal cliff line and a historic gun
emplacement. The stunning lookouts provide great views all year
round and a popular vantage point for whale watchers. The whales
pass by twice annually, heading north in June and July, and again
when they return to the Antarctic in August and October. Let us begin
by acknowledging the Guringai people, Traditional Custodians of the
land on which we travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders
past and present. 
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Class 1 of 6
Smooth and hardened path

Quality of track Smooth and hardened path (1/6)

Gradient Flat, no steps (1/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (1/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (1/6)

Experience Required No experience required (1/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (1/6)

Naturally Accessible
Slope summary: Gentle slopes, no steps.
Surface summary: 2.4m wide asphalt footpath the whole way around.

Getting to the start: From Sydney Road

Turn on to Whistler Street then drive for 520 m
At roundabout, take exit 2 onto Darley Road and drive for another 1.9 km
At roundabout, take exit 1 onto North Head Scenic Drive and drive for another 1.4 km
Turn left and drive for another 120 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/76RPJY

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/76RPJY
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00 100100 200 m200 m



NN

SS

EE
WW

StartStart

PP

Ca
r p

ar
k

Ca
r p

ar
k

NN

SS

EE
WW

←10 m→←10 m→

PP

M
ob

ili
ty

M
ob

ili
ty

pa
rk

in
g

pa
rk

in
g

ar
ea

ar
ea

Pi
nc

h 
po

in
t

Pi
nc

h 
po

in
t

Se
at

Se
at

NN

SS

EE

WW

←135 m→←135 m→

Lo
ok

ou
t

Lo
ok

ou
t

NN

SS

EE

WW

←175 m→←175 m→

NN

SS

EE

WW

←140 m→←140 m→

Se
at

Se
at

NN

SS EE

WW

←30 m→←30 m→

NN

SS

EE

WW

←110 m→←110 m→

NN

SS

EE
WW←140 m→←140 m→

NN

SS

EE
WW

←10 m→←10 m→

4040

5050

6060

7070

8080

9090

0 
m

0 
m

40
 m

40
 m

75
 m

75
 m

11
5 

m
11

5 
m

15
0 

m
15

0 
m

19
0 

m
19

0 
m

23
0 

m
23

0 
m

26
5 

m
26

5 
m

30
5 

m
30

5 
m

34
0 

m
34

0 
m

38
0 

m
38

0 
m

42
0 

m
42

0 
m

46
0 

m
46

0 
m

49
0 

m
49

0 
m

53
0 

m
53

0 
m

57
0 

m
57

0 
m

61
0 

m
61

0 
m

65
0 

m
65

0 
m

68
0 

m
68

0 
m

72
0 

m
72

0 
m

76
0 

m
76

0 
m

3.8x3.8x



Getting started: Getting started: From the North HeadFrom the North Head
Scenic Drive car park, this walk follows theScenic Drive car park, this walk follows the
'Fairfax walking track' sign across the'Fairfax walking track' sign across the
pedestrian crossing and up the small ramp.pedestrian crossing and up the small ramp.
The walk leads past the 'Welcome to NorthThe walk leads past the 'Welcome to North
Head' information sign, then between theHead' information sign, then between the
timber bollards to the intersection markedtimber bollards to the intersection marked
with the metal 'Fairfax walking track' sign.with the metal 'Fairfax walking track' sign.
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        StartStart..

PP Find the car park at the start.Find the car park at the start.
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    After another 8 m     After another 8 m turn leftturn left..

PP Then find the "Parking Accessible" (on your left).Then find the "Parking Accessible" (on your left).

There are about 50 car parking bays. Two areThere are about 50 car parking bays. Two are
marked mobility parking bays nearest to themarked mobility parking bays nearest to the
start of the walk. The mobility parking area isstart of the walk. The mobility parking area is
asphalt, 4m wide and 6m deep.asphalt, 4m wide and 6m deep.
After another 6 m come to the "Pinch Point".After another 6 m come to the "Pinch Point".

Timber bollard and gutter ramp pinch points atTimber bollard and gutter ramp pinch points at
the start of the walk. The gap between thethe start of the walk. The gap between the
bollards are 1.2m, and the ramp is 1.27m wide.bollards are 1.2m, and the ramp is 1.27m wide.

After another 7 m find the "Seat" (on your right).After another 7 m find the "Seat" (on your right).

A timber slat bench seat, 44cm high, 44cm deepA timber slat bench seat, 44cm high, 44cm deep
and 1.8m wide with no arm or backrest.and 1.8m wide with no arm or backrest.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional side trip: An optional side trip
to South Pacific (Eastern) Lookout.to South Pacific (Eastern) Lookout.
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    To start this optional side trip turn left    To start this optional side trip turn left
here. here. StartStart..

After another 15 m come to "South PacificAfter another 15 m come to "South Pacific
(Eastern) Lookout".(Eastern) Lookout".

From this lookout, you can enjoy great viewsFrom this lookout, you can enjoy great views
north along the coastal cliff line and as far asnorth along the coastal cliff line and as far as
the horizon across the South Pacific Ocean. Withthe horizon across the South Pacific Ocean. With
a fenced cliff edge and a nice seat, this is aa fenced cliff edge and a nice seat, this is a
great spot to sit and soak up the views. In 2017great spot to sit and soak up the views. In 2017
part of this lookout was closed and fenced offpart of this lookout was closed and fenced off
due to cliff instability, you can still enjoy thedue to cliff instability, you can still enjoy the
view from behind the fenceview from behind the fence
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    The end.    The end.

A viewpoint.A viewpoint.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 15Turn around and retrace your steps back the 15
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn left and follow onBack at the main route turn left and follow on
from the 150 m waypoint.from the 150 m waypoint.
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    After another 120 m     After another 120 m veer rightveer right..

After another 135 m find the "Old GunAfter another 135 m find the "Old Gun
Emplacement" (on your left).Emplacement" (on your left).

This small concrete building was used as aThis small concrete building was used as a
gunning placement and bunker for those whogunning placement and bunker for those who
would keep watch over Sydney Harbour duringwould keep watch over Sydney Harbour during
World War Two. It was built in the 1920s (priorWorld War Two. It was built in the 1920s (prior
to the war), one of several new fortificationsto the war), one of several new fortifications
built at the time, the first since federation.built at the time, the first since federation.
Access to the building is via an 82cm wideAccess to the building is via an 82cm wide
entry, up two (5cm and 15cm) steps and into aentry, up two (5cm and 15cm) steps and into a
2.4x2.1m room.2.4x2.1m room.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional side trip: An optional side trip
to North Head (Southern) Lookout.to North Head (Southern) Lookout.
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    To start this optional side trip continue    To start this optional side trip continue
straight here. straight here. StartStart..



After 10 m find the "South Pacific (Eastern)After 10 m find the "South Pacific (Eastern)
Lookout" (195 m on your left).Lookout" (195 m on your left).

From this lookout, you can enjoy great viewsFrom this lookout, you can enjoy great views
north along the coastal cliff line and as far asnorth along the coastal cliff line and as far as
the horizon across the South Pacific Ocean. Withthe horizon across the South Pacific Ocean. With
a fenced cliff edge and a nice seat, this is aa fenced cliff edge and a nice seat, this is a
great spot to sit and soak up the views. In 2017great spot to sit and soak up the views. In 2017
part of this lookout was closed and fenced offpart of this lookout was closed and fenced off
due to cliff instability, you can still enjoy thedue to cliff instability, you can still enjoy the
view from behind the fenceview from behind the fence
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    Continue another 15 m to find Fairfax    Continue another 15 m to find Fairfax
Lookout at the end.Lookout at the end.

"North Head (Southern) Lookout"."North Head (Southern) Lookout".

This lookout is on the southern edge of NorthThis lookout is on the southern edge of North
Head and provides a great view that spans fromHead and provides a great view that spans from
Sydney city in the distance (to the south),Sydney city in the distance (to the south),
around the South Pacific Ocean (to the east).around the South Pacific Ocean (to the east).
You will notice a large white pole with a greenYou will notice a large white pole with a green
light, which helps ships navigate and avoid thelight, which helps ships navigate and avoid the
headland as they sail into Sydney Harbour. Theheadland as they sail into Sydney Harbour. The
lookout has a 1.18m high fence/railing aroundlookout has a 1.18m high fence/railing around
the edge. In 2017 part of this lookout was closedthe edge. In 2017 part of this lookout was closed
and fenced off due to cliff instability, you canand fenced off due to cliff instability, you can
still enjoy the view from behind the fence.still enjoy the view from behind the fence.
"Fairfax Lookout"."Fairfax Lookout".

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 25Turn around and retrace your steps back the 25
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn left and follow onBack at the main route turn left and follow on
from the 320 m waypoint.from the 320 m waypoint.
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    After another 40 m     After another 40 m turn rightturn right..
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    After another 140 m     After another 140 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 65 m find the "Seat" (35 m onAfter another 65 m find the "Seat" (35 m on
your left).your left).

A timber slat bench seat, 47cm high, 30cm deepA timber slat bench seat, 47cm high, 30cm deep
and 2m wide with a 39cm high backrest.and 2m wide with a 39cm high backrest.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: An optional side trip: An optional side trip
to Fairfax Lookout.to Fairfax Lookout.
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    To start this optional side trip turn left    To start this optional side trip turn left
here. here. StartStart..
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WW     After another 20 m     After another 20 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..
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    After another 10 m     After another 10 m veer rightveer right..

After another 20 m find the "Seat" (6 m on yourAfter another 20 m find the "Seat" (6 m on your
left).left).

A timber slat bench seat, 47cm high, 30cm deepA timber slat bench seat, 47cm high, 30cm deep
and 2m wide with a 39cm high backrest.and 2m wide with a 39cm high backrest.
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    After another 10 m come to the end.    After another 10 m come to the end.

"Fairfax Lookout"."Fairfax Lookout".

Fairfax Lookout is a great vantage point to enjoyFairfax Lookout is a great vantage point to enjoy
the entrance to Sydney Harbour, the majesticthe entrance to Sydney Harbour, the majestic
cliff line and the city skyline in the distance. It iscliff line and the city skyline in the distance. It is
a great reminder of how much bushland there isa great reminder of how much bushland there is
in the great city. This is a good vantage point forin the great city. This is a good vantage point for
whale watching when the Humpback andwhale watching when the Humpback and
Southern Right whales migrate along the coast.Southern Right whales migrate along the coast.
The whales usually head north in June-July to aThe whales usually head north in June-July to a
warmer climate for breeding and return to thewarmer climate for breeding and return to the
food-rich Antarctic waters in August-October,food-rich Antarctic waters in August-October,
where they remain for the summer. There is awhere they remain for the summer. There is a
seat at the upper and lower viewing areas. Theseat at the upper and lower viewing areas. The
lookout has a 1.2m high metal fence along thelookout has a 1.2m high metal fence along the
edge. A small section of the lower lookout wasedge. A small section of the lower lookout was
closed in 2017 due to cliff instability.closed in 2017 due to cliff instability.



"Seat"."Seat".

A timber slat bench seat, 48cm high, 30cm deepA timber slat bench seat, 48cm high, 30cm deep
and 2m wide with a 41cm high backrest.and 2m wide with a 41cm high backrest.
A viewpoint.A viewpoint.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 60Turn around and retrace your steps back the 60
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route ERROR >360 and followBack at the main route ERROR >360 and follow
on from the 500 m waypoint.on from the 500 m waypoint.
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        Continue straightContinue straight..
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    After another 110 m     After another 110 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..

After another 140 m come to "Seat".After another 140 m come to "Seat".

A timber slat bench seat, 47cm high, 45cm deepA timber slat bench seat, 47cm high, 45cm deep
and 1.8m wide with no arm or backrest.and 1.8m wide with no arm or backrest.
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        Turn leftTurn left..

NN

SS

EE
WW

    After another 10 m come to the end.    After another 10 m come to the end.
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