
Larapinta Trail, S7 Old: Ellery Creek South to
Serpentine Gorge(Arrernte Country)

6 h to 2 days

13 km
One way

↑ 332 m
↓ 267 m

4

Hard track

Starting from the Ellery Creek South Day Use Area, Namatjira, this walk takes you to the
Serpentine Gorge Car Park via the old southern alignment of the Larapinta Trail: Section 7. This is
the former seventh section of the 223km long Larapinta Trail, starting/finishing at the Ellery Creek
South Day Use Area. A relatively shorter and less demanding part of Larapinta, this track
optionally takes you to the Serpentine Gorge itself along with great views of the West Macdonnell
Range midway. The said gorge is sacred to the Western Arrernte people who call the place Ulpma.
As it’s a less known location compared to the popular gorges in the area, you may have a more
secluded and tranquilizing experience as you rest and take in the scenery. Although you can’t
swim at the waterhole here, the Big Hole along Ellery Creek is quite close to the other trailhead.
That permanent waterhole can be the perfect start/finish to the hike. Besides the waterholes, this
track gives you an opportunity to spot the local/migrating birds as well as view interesting land
formations. Let us begin by acknowledging the Arrernte people, Traditional Custodians of the land
on which we travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present. 
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Formed track, with some branches and other obstacles (3/6)

Gradient Short steep hills (3/6)

Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (2/6)

Experience Required Moderate level of bushwalking experience recommended (4/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (2/6)

Getting to the start: From Telegraph Terrace, 87

Turn on to 6 then drive for 25 m
Continue onto Larapinta Drive, 6 and drive for another 850 m
At roundabout, take exit 2 onto Larapinta Drive, 6 and drive for another 880 m
At roundabout, take exit 1 onto Larapinta Drive, 6 and drive for another 44.3 km
Turn right onto Namatjira Drive, 2 and drive for another 41.7 km
Turn right and drive for another 1.6 km
Keep right and drive for another 75 m
Keep left and drive for another 40 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help. Share

Bushwalk.com
/j/F793BP

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/F793BP
https://bushwalk.com/j/F793BP
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Getting started: Getting started: From the Larapinta TrailFrom the Larapinta Trail
Information Shelter in Ellery Creek SouthInformation Shelter in Ellery Creek South
Day Use Area (290 metres south of ElleryDay Use Area (290 metres south of Ellery
Creek Big Hole), head towards the toiletsCreek Big Hole), head towards the toilets
with water tanks next to it along the dirtwith water tanks next to it along the dirt
path, moving away from the wooden tentpath, moving away from the wooden tent
pad. Pass by the toilets to your left andpad. Pass by the toilets to your left and
head along the dirt track as it leads youhead along the dirt track as it leads you
towards Ellery Creek. Cross the creek (bed)towards Ellery Creek. Cross the creek (bed)
and stay on the designated track as itand stay on the designated track as it
takes you west to continue along Larapintatakes you west to continue along Larapinta
Trail, S7 Old: Ellery Creek South toTrail, S7 Old: Ellery Creek South to
Serpentine Gorge.Serpentine Gorge.
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        StartStart..

Ellery Creek Big Hole - West MacDonnell NPEllery Creek Big Hole - West MacDonnell NP
(about 35 m back from the start).(about 35 m back from the start).
  
Find the Larapinta Trail Information at the start.Find the Larapinta Trail Information at the start.

After 30 m pass the toilet (15 m on your left).After 30 m pass the toilet (15 m on your left).

FORDFORD After another 135 m cross the ford.After another 135 m cross the ford.

ii After another 800 m pass the "Dolomite Walk".After another 800 m pass the "Dolomite Walk".
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    After another 6 m     After another 6 m continue straightcontinue straight,,
to head along Larapinta Trail Section 7.to head along Larapinta Trail Section 7.

ii After another 4.9 km pass the "Trig Point".After another 4.9 km pass the "Trig Point".

FORDFORD After another 1.9 km cross the ford.After another 1.9 km cross the ford.

FORDFORD After another 1.4 km cross the ford.After another 1.4 km cross the ford.
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    After another 420 m     After another 420 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 7.Section 7.
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WW     After another 2.6 km     After another 2.6 km continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 7.Section 7.

After another 50 m pass the water tap (20 m onAfter another 50 m pass the water tap (20 m on
your left).your left).

After another 10 m pass the shelter (20 m onAfter another 10 m pass the shelter (20 m on
your left).your left).

After another 10 m come to the "SerpentineAfter another 10 m come to the "Serpentine
Gorge camp site" (10 m on your left).Gorge camp site" (10 m on your left).
  
After another 20 m pass the toilet (25 m on yourAfter another 20 m pass the toilet (25 m on your
left).left).

ii After another 140 m pass the sign (on yourAfter another 140 m pass the sign (on your
right).right).

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This optional but: This optional but
recommended side trip takes you to the Serpentinerecommended side trip takes you to the Serpentine
Gorge where there is a secluded waterhole sacred toGorge where there is a secluded waterhole sacred to
the Western Arrernte people. Veer right before youthe Western Arrernte people. Veer right before you
come to the gorge to get to the lookout that lookscome to the gorge to get to the lookout that looks
over the waterhole and into the gorge.over the waterhole and into the gorge.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. at the intersection ofright here. at the intersection of
Serpentine Gorge Walk & Larapinta TrailSerpentine Gorge Walk & Larapinta Trail
Section 7 Section 7 StartStart heading along  heading along 
Serpentine Gorge WalkSerpentine Gorge Walk (a vehicle track). (a vehicle track).
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WW     After another 320 m     After another 320 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Serpentine, to head along Serpentine
Gorge Walk.Gorge Walk.
Keep left. Keep left. 

ii After another 20 m pass the "Serpentine Gorge"After another 20 m pass the "Serpentine Gorge"
(10 m on your right).(10 m on your right).
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    After another 155 m come to the end.    After another 155 m come to the end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
500 m to the main route.500 m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn left and follow onBack at the main route turn left and follow on
from the 12.4 km waypoint.from the 12.4 km waypoint.
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    After another 3 m (at the intersection    After another 3 m (at the intersection
of Serpentine Gorge Walk & Larapintaof Serpentine Gorge Walk & Larapinta
Trail Section 7) Trail Section 7) turn leftturn left, to head along, to head along
Larapinta Trail Section 7 (a vehicleLarapinta Trail Section 7 (a vehicle
track).track).

After another 200 m After another 200 m continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Larapinta Trail Section 7.head along Larapinta Trail Section 7.

After another 295 m come to the "LarapintaAfter another 295 m come to the "Larapinta
Trail Camping" (55 m on your left).Trail Camping" (55 m on your left).
  
Then pass the "Untreated water" (35 m on yourThen pass the "Untreated water" (35 m on your
left).left).
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    After another 25 m     After another 25 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 7.Section 7.

FORDFORD
After another 25 m cross the ford (about 70 mAfter another 25 m cross the ford (about 70 m
long)long)

After another 30 m head through/around theAfter another 30 m head through/around the
gate.gate.

ii About 10 m past the end is a sign.About 10 m past the end is a sign.

PP About 20 m past the end is "Serpentine Gorge".About 20 m past the end is "Serpentine Gorge".

About 25 m past the end is "Larapinta TrailAbout 25 m past the end is "Larapinta Trail
Information".Information".



About 40 m past the end is a toilet.About 40 m past the end is a toilet.
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    The end.    The end.
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