
Larapinta Trail, S1: Telegraph Station to Simpsons
Gap(Arrernte Country)

8 h to 2 days

24.5 km
One way

↑ 651 m
↓ 631 m

4

Hard track

Starting from Herbert Heritage Drive, Stuart, this walk takes you to Simpsons Gap via the
Larapinta Trail (Section 1), visiting Hat Hill Saddle and Wallaby Gap along the way. This is the first
section of the 223km long Larapinta Trail. Embark on a scenic journey in the arid land of Tjoritja /
West MacDonnell National Park and feel like you’re back in the wild west. A chance to scorpions,
creek crossings, picturesque rock formations and views for a lifetime await you on this journey.
The Euro Ridge offers you great views of Alice Springs which become increasingly beautiful as the
sun goes down/up. If you’re lucky, you can see a train making its way on the railway line as well.
There are multiple campsites (official/unofficial) that offer you great views in lovely settings, so
don’t hesitate on making this an overnight walk if you’re thinking about it. Both ends of the
journey are accessible by vehicles and don’t require 4WD drive. Keep in mind that the Telegraph
Station Car Park is open from 8AM to 9PM. Carry a PLB (Personal Locator Beacon) or a SAT Phone
(especially if you’re tackling the whole Larapinta) instead of emergencies. Let us begin by
acknowledging the Arrernte people, Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel today,
and pay our respects to their Elders past and present. 
 Full journey: Larapinta Trail
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Formed track, with some branches and other obstacles (3/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (2/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (2/6)

Experience Required Moderate level of bushwalking experience recommended (4/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (2/6)

Getting to the start: From Stuart Highway, 87

Turn on to then drive for 10 m
Continue onto Herbert Heritage Drive and drive for another 1.3 km
Turn right and drive for another 290 m
Turn right and drive for another 260 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/RFXAKN

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/BI6SZC
https://bushwalk.com/j/RFXAKN
https://bushwalk.com/j/RFXAKN
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Getting started: Getting started: From the car park at theFrom the car park at the
end of Herbert Heritage Drive (1.17kmend of Herbert Heritage Drive (1.17km
northeast of Stuart Highway), headnortheast of Stuart Highway), head
towards the sheltered trailhead marked bytowards the sheltered trailhead marked by
the “Larapinta Trail Information” signthe “Larapinta Trail Information” sign
along the narrow paved cycleway. Crossalong the narrow paved cycleway. Cross
the road, go through the said shelter andthe road, go through the said shelter and
join the wide dirt track as you pass by ajoin the wide dirt track as you pass by a
brown signpost to your left. Stay on thebrown signpost to your left. Stay on the
designated track as you follow the bluedesignated track as you follow the blue
triangular markers to continue alongtriangular markers to continue along
Larapinta Trail, S1: Telegraph Station toLarapinta Trail, S1: Telegraph Station to
Simpsons Gap.Simpsons Gap.
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PP There is a car park (about 7 m back from theThere is a car park (about 7 m back from the
start).start).

After another 90 m After another 90 m continue straightcontinue straight..

After another 15 m After another 15 m veer leftveer left..
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WW     After another 9 m     After another 9 m veer rightveer right, to head, to head
along Cemetery Walk.along Cemetery Walk.

After another 25 m pass the "Larapinta TrailAfter another 25 m pass the "Larapinta Trail
Information" (5 m on your left).Information" (5 m on your left).

After another 370 m pass the cemetery (on yourAfter another 370 m pass the cemetery (on your
left).left).
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    After another 85 m (at the intersection    After another 85 m (at the intersection
of Cemetery Walk & Larapinta Trailof Cemetery Walk & Larapinta Trail
Section 1) Section 1) continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Larapinta Trail Section 1.along Larapinta Trail Section 1.

After another 1.5 km After another 1.5 km continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Larapinta Trail Section 1.head along Larapinta Trail Section 1.

FORDFORD After another 2.2 km cross the ford.After another 2.2 km cross the ford.

After another 440 m (at the intersection ofAfter another 440 m (at the intersection of
Larapinta Trail Section 1 & Wigley WaterholeLarapinta Trail Section 1 & Wigley Waterhole
track) track) continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head along
Larapinta Trail Section 1 (a vehicle track).Larapinta Trail Section 1 (a vehicle track).
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WW     After another 65 m (at the intersection    After another 65 m (at the intersection
of Larapinta Trail Section 1 & Wigleyof Larapinta Trail Section 1 & Wigley
Waterhole track) Waterhole track) continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Larapinta Trail Section 1 (ahead along Larapinta Trail Section 1 (a
walking track).walking track).
Keep left and cross the road. Keep left and cross the road. 
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    After another 1.7 km     After another 1.7 km continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 1.Section 1.

After another 1.7 km (at the intersection of WestAfter another 1.7 km (at the intersection of West
MacDonell MTB Track & Larapinta Trail SectionMacDonell MTB Track & Larapinta Trail Section
1) 1) continue straightcontinue straight, to head along Larapinta, to head along Larapinta
Trail Section 1.Trail Section 1.
After another 3 km After another 3 km continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Larapinta Trail Section 1.along Larapinta Trail Section 1.
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    After another 380 m     After another 380 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 1.Section 1.

After another 2.4 km pass the toilet (25 m onAfter another 2.4 km pass the toilet (25 m on
your left).your left).

Then come to the "Wallaby Gap" (6 m on yourThen come to the "Wallaby Gap" (6 m on your
left).left).
  

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This optional side: This optional side
trip takes you to the Wallaby Gap along the creektrip takes you to the Wallaby Gap along the creek
bed. Expect 10 minutes of moving time out & back.bed. Expect 10 minutes of moving time out & back.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. right here. StartStart..
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    After another 285 m come to the end.    After another 285 m come to the end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
285 m to the main route.285 m to the main route.

Back at the main route ERROR >360 and followBack at the main route ERROR >360 and follow
on from the 13.9 km waypoint.on from the 13.9 km waypoint.

NN

SS

EE

WW

    After another 15 m     After another 15 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 1.Section 1.

FORDFORD
After another 90 m cross the ford.After another 90 m cross the ford.

FORDFORD
After another 1 km cross the ford.After another 1 km cross the ford.

FORDFORD
After another 550 m cross the ford.After another 550 m cross the ford.

FORDFORD
After another 1.9 km cross the ford.After another 1.9 km cross the ford.

After another 115 m After another 115 m continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along Larapinta Trail Section 1.head along Larapinta Trail Section 1.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This little side trip: This little side trip
takes you to the Scorpion Pool where you can seetakes you to the Scorpion Pool where you can see
some scorpions --hence the name-- and spot somesome scorpions --hence the name-- and spot some
birdlife as well. Expect 10-15 minutes of moving timebirdlife as well. Expect 10-15 minutes of moving time
out & back.out & back.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. right here. StartStart..



After another 290 m come to "Scorpion Pool".After another 290 m come to "Scorpion Pool".
This shaded waterhole surrounded by red rocksThis shaded waterhole surrounded by red rocks
is known for its scorpions --hence the name--is known for its scorpions --hence the name--
but it can surprise you with some lovely birdbut it can surprise you with some lovely bird
species such as the Diamond Firetail and even aspecies such as the Diamond Firetail and even a
falcon.falcon.
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    The end.    The end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
290 m to the main route.290 m to the main route.

Back at the main route ERROR >360 and followBack at the main route ERROR >360 and follow
on from the 17.7 km waypoint.on from the 17.7 km waypoint.
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    After another 60 m     After another 60 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 1.Section 1.

FORDFORD After another 50 m cross the ford.After another 50 m cross the ford.
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    After another 860 m     After another 860 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Larapinta Trail, to head along Larapinta Trail
Section 1.Section 1.
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    After another 1.5 km     After another 1.5 km veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Larapinta Trail Section 1.head along Larapinta Trail Section 1.

After another 2.4 km find the "Hat Hill Saddle"After another 2.4 km find the "Hat Hill Saddle"
(6 m on your right).(6 m on your right).
This scenic point offer you great southerly viewsThis scenic point offer you great southerly views
over the surrounding land, especially aroundover the surrounding land, especially around
sunrise/sunset.sunrise/sunset.

Then find the "Hat Hill Saddle Campsite" (5 m onThen find the "Hat Hill Saddle Campsite" (5 m on
your right).your right).
This campsite is often used by people hiking theThis campsite is often used by people hiking the
Larapinta Trail even though it is not aLarapinta Trail even though it is not a
designated campsite and has no water &designated campsite and has no water &
facilites. The exceptional views over the hillfacilites. The exceptional views over the hill
makes for great sunsets/sunrises though.makes for great sunsets/sunrises though.

FORDFORD After another 1.7 km cross the ford (about 50 mAfter another 1.7 km cross the ford (about 50 m
long)long)

FORDFORD After another 165 m cross the ford (about 30 mAfter another 165 m cross the ford (about 30 m
long)long)

After another 30 m come to the "LarapintaAfter another 30 m come to the "Larapinta
Walkers Campsite" (130 m on your left).Walkers Campsite" (130 m on your left).
  

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This optional side: This optional side
trip takes you to the permanent waterhole along Roetrip takes you to the permanent waterhole along Roe
Creek at Simpsons Gap. You can't swim in theCreek at Simpsons Gap. You can't swim in the
waterhole, but the possibility of seeing a black-footedwaterhole, but the possibility of seeing a black-footed
rock wallaby in this peaceful place can make therock wallaby in this peaceful place can make the
25-30 minutes you'll spend worthwhile.25-30 minutes you'll spend worthwhile.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. at the intersection of Darkenright here. at the intersection of Darken
Drive & Larapinta Trail Section 1 Drive & Larapinta Trail Section 1 StartStart
(a service road).(a service road).

After 40 m pass the toilet (60 m on your left).After 40 m pass the toilet (60 m on your left).

PP After another 40 m to find the "Simpsons Gap".After another 40 m to find the "Simpsons Gap".
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        Continue straightContinue straight..

After another 55 m pass the "Simpsons Gap" (10After another 55 m pass the "Simpsons Gap" (10
m on your right).m on your right).

ii Then pass the "Simpsons Gap" (10 m on yourThen pass the "Simpsons Gap" (10 m on your
right).right).

After another 350 m come to "Simpsons GapAfter another 350 m come to "Simpsons Gap
Waterhole".Waterhole".
This permanent waterhole is home to black-This permanent waterhole is home to black-
footed rock wallabies along with other wildlife.footed rock wallabies along with other wildlife.
Unfortunately, you can not swim in theUnfortunately, you can not swim in the
waterhole.waterhole.
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    The end.    The end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back theTurn around and retrace your steps back the
480 m to the main route.480 m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn right and follow onBack at the main route turn right and follow on
from the 24.4 km waypoint.from the 24.4 km waypoint.
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    After another 105 m (at the    After another 105 m (at the
intersection of Larapinta Trail Section 1intersection of Larapinta Trail Section 1
& Darken Drive) & Darken Drive) continue straightcontinue straight..

After another 30 m to find the "Larapinta TrailAfter another 30 m to find the "Larapinta Trail
Information".Information".

About 25 m past the end is a toilet.About 25 m past the end is a toilet.
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    The end.    The end.
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