
Coalmine Beach Heritage Trail
1 h to 2 h
30 min to 1 h

6 km
Return

↑ 44 m
↓ 44 m

3

Moderate track

Starting from the Walpole-Nornalup Visitor Centre off the South Western Highway, Walpole, this
walk takes you to Coalmine Beach via the Coalmine Beach Heritage Trail. This easy trail winds
around the shoreline of Walpole Inlet through wetlands and forest outcrops until arriving at
Coalmine Beach on the scenic Nornalup Inlet. Interpretive signs along the way help walkers
imagine what life was like in this area in the 1930s. The first settlers of this gorgeous, secluded
place had to be self-sufficient and versatile. Coalmine Beach Heritage Trail presents a glimpse of
how these settlers may have scrutinised the natural environment for materials that could be used
for food, clothing, tools and building materials. This walk is suitable for all levels of experience and
fitness, with much of the walk on boardwalks and the rest on a hard and compacted pea gravel
trail. Let us begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel
today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.
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Class 3 of 6
Formed track, with some branches and other obstacles

Quality of track Clear and well formed track or trail (2/6)

Gradient Gentle hills with occasional steps (2/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (1/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (2/6)

Experience Required No experience required (2/6)

Weather Storms may impact on navigation and safety (3/6)

Getting to the start: From Albany Highway, 30

Turn on to Albany Highway, 1, 30 then drive for 155 m
Keep left onto South Coast Highway, 1 and drive for another 115.8 km
Turn right and drive for another 65 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/S225SU

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/S225SU
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Getting started: Getting started: From the Pioneer ParkFrom the Pioneer Park
carpark off South Coast Highway, headcarpark off South Coast Highway, head
towards the toilet along the grass/dirttowards the toilet along the grass/dirt
path. Pass by the said toilet (to your left),path. Pass by the said toilet (to your left),
then take a sharp right turn in front of thethen take a sharp right turn in front of the
visitor centre. Follow the wide grass/dirtvisitor centre. Follow the wide grass/dirt
trail as you move parallel to the highwaytrail as you move parallel to the highway
(to your right) to continue along Coalmine(to your right) to continue along Coalmine
Beach Heritage Trail.Beach Heritage Trail.
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        StartStart..

PP There is a car park (about 55 m back from theThere is a car park (about 55 m back from the
start).start).

After 70 m come to the "Pioneer Park" (on yourAfter 70 m come to the "Pioneer Park" (on your
right).right).
  
After another 50 m pass the toilet (7 m on yourAfter another 50 m pass the toilet (7 m on your
left). This toilet is male and female.left). This toilet is male and female.

ii After another 80 m pass the "Walpole-NornalupAfter another 80 m pass the "Walpole-Nornalup
Visitor Centre" (30 m on your left).Visitor Centre" (30 m on your left).
This sign is wheelchair accessible.This sign is wheelchair accessible.
 W: W:www.walpole.com.auwww.walpole.com.au T: T:+61 8 9840 1111+61 8 9840 1111  
Then find the "Walpole-Nornalup Visitor Centre"Then find the "Walpole-Nornalup Visitor Centre"
(40 m on your left).(40 m on your left).
The Visitor Centre is a one-stop shop ofThe Visitor Centre is a one-stop shop of
information provided by local experts and is ainformation provided by local experts and is a
great place to get maps, gifts and souvenirs.great place to get maps, gifts and souvenirs.
The friendly team of staff have a wealth of localThe friendly team of staff have a wealth of local
knowledge on the Walpole wilderness area andknowledge on the Walpole wilderness area and
can provide assistance with any accommodationcan provide assistance with any accommodation
and tour requirements.and tour requirements.
Then pass the "BBQ and Picnic Area" (60 m onThen pass the "BBQ and Picnic Area" (60 m on
your left).your left).
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        Turn sharp rightTurn sharp right..
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    After another 830 m     After another 830 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..
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    After another 590 m     After another 590 m turn leftturn left, to, to
head along Bibbulmun Track.head along Bibbulmun Track.

After another 1.4 km (at the intersection ofAfter another 1.4 km (at the intersection of
Bibbulmun Track & Coalmine Beach Road) Bibbulmun Track & Coalmine Beach Road) 
continue straightcontinue straight, to head along Bibbulmun, to head along Bibbulmun
Track.Track.

PP After another 45 m to find the "Coalmine BeachAfter another 45 m to find the "Coalmine Beach
Car Park".Car Park".
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    After another 20 m     After another 20 m turn leftturn left, to head, to head
along Bibbulmun Track.along Bibbulmun Track.

After another 10 m (at the intersection ofAfter another 10 m (at the intersection of
Coalmine Beach Access & Bibbulmun Track) Coalmine Beach Access & Bibbulmun Track) 
turn rightturn right, to head along Coalmine Beach, to head along Coalmine Beach
Access.Access.
After another 25 m come to "Coalmine Beach".After another 25 m come to "Coalmine Beach".
Walpole's premier beach, Coalmine, is unlikeWalpole's premier beach, Coalmine, is unlike
other famous beaches in the southwest region.other famous beaches in the southwest region.
It hugs the Nornalup Inlet instead of the oceanIt hugs the Nornalup Inlet instead of the ocean
and has picturesque scenery. Barbecues, toiletand has picturesque scenery. Barbecues, toilet
facilities and an outdoor shower make this afacilities and an outdoor shower make this a
great place to have a picnic and spend thegreat place to have a picnic and spend the
afternoon at the beach. There is also wheelchairafternoon at the beach. There is also wheelchair
access to a platform for relaxing at the edge ofaccess to a platform for relaxing at the edge of
the inlet. The beach is a great place forthe inlet. The beach is a great place for
swimming and provides recreationalswimming and provides recreational
opportunities for a host of water-basedopportunities for a host of water-based
activities, including sailing and windsurfing. Theactivities, including sailing and windsurfing. The
area is a boat-free zone, and the water isarea is a boat-free zone, and the water is
shallow and ideal for children. The name of theshallow and ideal for children. The name of the
beach comes from the coal at the cliff bases.beach comes from the coal at the cliff bases.
There were attempts to mine it, but the lowThere were attempts to mine it, but the low
grade of the material lead to the abandonmentgrade of the material lead to the abandonment
of such efforts.of such efforts.
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    Turn around here and retrace the    Turn around here and retrace the
main route for 3 km to get back to themain route for 3 km to get back to the
start.start.
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