Echidna Chasm and Osmand Lookout

& 1hto1h 30 min 9}9 M (

Hard track

Starting from the Echidna Chasm car park off the Great Northern Highway, Purnululu National
Park, this walk takes you past the Osmand Lookout, then into Echidna Chasm via the Echidna
Chasm Trail. A little walk off the main track will take you to a lookout where you can get
exceptional views of the Osmand Range. After visiting the lookout, you'll follow the dry creek bed
that leads into Echidna Chasm. The start of the walk is hot and exposed, but soon you'll be in the
cool shelter of the tall chasm, surrounded by towering walls of conglomerate rock with remarkable
colour variations. Signs along the walk describe how the chasm was formed, and the boulders
along the path let you have an idea about the origin of the Bungle Bungle Range. The walk gets
more challenging towards the end of the chasm, requiring some scrambling over large boulders
and climbing up ladders. Sturdy footwear is recommended as walking over the boulders can be
tough on the ankles. Daytime temperatures can exceed 40°C, so be sure to bring plenty of
drinking water, a hat and sunscreen. The best time of the day to visit Echidna Chasm is around
noon when the sun is directly overhead. This is the only time when sunlight penetrates into the
chasm, creating an amazing spectacle with light bouncing off the walls. Let us begin by
acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and pay our
respects to their Elders past and present.
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Class 4 of 6

Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Formed track, with some branches and other obstacles (3/6)
Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (2/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities, not all cliffs are fenced (3/6)

Experience Required Some bushwalking experience recommended (3/6)
Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (2/6)

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.



https://bushwalk.com/j/DTJVI0
https://bushwalk.com/j/DTJVI0
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Chasm car park off the Great Northern Lookout". Chasm".
Highway, Purnululu National Park, head A short walk with a moderate slope takes you to Located at the northern side of Purnululu

the Osmand Lookout, an elevated ridge with National Park, Echidna Chasm is one of the
panoramic views of the dry, wild and rugged highlights of the Bungle Bungle Range. The long,
. . . ) Osmand Range. Signs at the lookout explain the narrow chasm has walls that rise 200m and
Infgrmatlve signboards on each side of the significance of the range and some of its natural sections that are less than a metre wide. A

trail. After about 80m, you'll reach a yellow : features, and there are a couple of wooden fracture in the range was the initial weak point
‘Echidna Chasm/Osmand Lookout' sign (to ] seats for you to sit and admire the view. The ‘ where the formation of the chasm started.

Getting started: From the Echidna @ After another 230 m come to "Osmand ‘ ‘ After another 690 m come to the "Echidna

past the sheltered picnic area and follow ;
the dirt trail ahead, passing between the ‘

your right). Following the 'Osmand lookout is enjoyable at any time of day but ‘ Millions of years of erosion by water and wind
Lookout' directional arrow, head along the | particularly spectacular in the early morning or cut deeply into the range, forming the narrow
trail for about 200m until you reach the . late afternoon light. ‘ and deep chasm. Livistona palms are able to
lookout. From there, head back to the ‘ | make it through the year due to the protection
yellow sign and follow the 'Echidna Chasm' The end. ‘ that comes with the steepness of the gorge.

directional arrow, which leads you along Colmpletel) SR i iest o i ey, e

. chasm comes to life when the sun is directly
the dry creek bed for about 700m until you overhead, and shafts of light reach the chasm

reach Echidna Chasm. | S - _-_--. ‘ floor. Brilliant shades of orange and red paint
1 ;g(r)nrir&utn:ear:gi;e:gii yolRstepsibackitiie j the chasm walls, creating excellent

‘ ’ ! photographic opportunities.

w ~ Back at the main route turn left and follow on |
] " from the 80 m waypoint. ‘

Continue another 190 m to find the
end. Then turn around here and retrace
the main route for 960 m to get back to
the start.

Echidna Chasm Car Park (about 10 m back from
the start).

Start of an optional side trip: This optional but
recommended side trip takes you to the Osmand
Lookout where you can get truly panoramic views
over the surrounding land. Can take around 6-10
minutes out &back.

To start this optional side trip veer left
here. Start.
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