
Ross Graham River Walk
15 min to 30 min

760 m
Return

↑ 39 m
↓ 39 m

3

Moderate track

Starting from the car park at the end of Ross Graham Road, Kalbarri National Park, this walk takes
you past the Ross Graham Lookout, then down to the Murchison River and back. This area
provides the easiest access point in the national park to the Murchison River. A short walking trail
from the car park leads to the river's edge. It includes a lookout with spectacular panoramic views.
The day-use area has toilets and a picnic shelter. If you visit in late July, you will be greeted by an
abundance of colour as the wildflowers are in full bloom. The park is famous for its wildflowers and
has several species that can only be seen here, such as the Kalbarri spider orchid and the Kalbarri
catspaw, as well as other common species. Also, you may be lucky enough to see grey kangaroos
and emus. Follow the path to the lookout, then continue down the path to reach the shady banks
and tranquil pools of the Murchison River. The trail to the river is quite steep, with many rock
steps. The trail becomes muddy and slick at the end of the track due to seepage, so care is
required. For your safety, keep to the path and lookout. Keep an eye out for the undercut cliff
edges and unstable footing. December to April can be very hot. Walk in the cooler parts of the
day, and carry an adequate water supply. Let us begin by acknowledging the Traditional
Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and pay our respects to their Elders past and
present.
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Class 3 of 6
Formed track, with some branches and other obstacles

Quality of track Formed track, with some branches and other obstacles (3/6)

Gradient Short steep hills (3/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (1/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities, not all cliffs are fenced (3/6)

Experience Required No experience required (2/6)

Weather Storms may impact on navigation and safety (3/6)

Getting to the start: From North West Coastal Highway, 1

Turn on to Kalbarri Road then drive for 29.4 km
Turn right onto Hawkes Head Road and drive for another 630 m
Turn right onto Ross Graham Road (NP) and drive for another 1.4 km

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/FUHHUD

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/FUHHUD
https://bushwalk.com/j/FUHHUD
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Getting started: Getting started: From the car park at theFrom the car park at the
end of Ross Graham Road, Kalbarriend of Ross Graham Road, Kalbarri
National Park, head along the sealed pathNational Park, head along the sealed path
around the sheltered seating area, passingaround the sheltered seating area, passing
a 'Lookout 100m' and 'River 300m' sign (toa 'Lookout 100m' and 'River 300m' sign (to
your left) and a 'Welcome to Ross Grahamyour left) and a 'Welcome to Ross Graham
Lookout' informative plaque (to your right).Lookout' informative plaque (to your right).
Follow the path ahead as it turns into a dirtFollow the path ahead as it turns into a dirt
trail, and head down the rocky steps totrail, and head down the rocky steps to
continue the Ross Graham River Walk.continue the Ross Graham River Walk.
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    At the intersection of Ross Graham    At the intersection of Ross Graham
Road (NP) & Ross Graham Lookout Road (NP) & Ross Graham Lookout StartStart
heading along heading along Ross Graham LookoutRoss Graham Lookout (a (a
footpath).footpath).

PP There is a car park (about 50 m back from theThere is a car park (about 50 m back from the
start).start).

Find the toilet at the start.Find the toilet at the start.

Turn rightTurn right, to head along Ross Graham, to head along Ross Graham
Lookout.Lookout.

After 20 m to find the shelter.After 20 m to find the shelter.
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    After another 80 m     After another 80 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Ross Graham Lookout.head along Ross Graham Lookout.

After another 6 m find the "Ross GrahamAfter another 6 m find the "Ross Graham
Lookout" (10 m on your left).Lookout" (10 m on your left).
The lookout is dedicated to Ross Graham, theThe lookout is dedicated to Ross Graham, the
first school teacher in Kalbarri. He was afirst school teacher in Kalbarri. He was a
devoted conservationist who aided in thedevoted conservationist who aided in the
exploration of the Murchison River, andexploration of the Murchison River, and
advocated for the protection of the river gorgesadvocated for the protection of the river gorges
within a national park. The lookout offerswithin a national park. The lookout offers
breathtaking views over the gorges withinbreathtaking views over the gorges within
Kalbarri National Park.Kalbarri National Park.

After another 265 m come to "Murchison River".After another 265 m come to "Murchison River".
Take a short walk down into the gorge to theTake a short walk down into the gorge to the
peaceful, shady and sandy bed of the Murchisonpeaceful, shady and sandy bed of the Murchison
River, where you can enjoy a swim in theRiver, where you can enjoy a swim in the
refreshing waters. Additionally, kayaking andrefreshing waters. Additionally, kayaking and
canoeing down the river can be quite fun aftercanoeing down the river can be quite fun after
decent rainfall. Murchison River is the second-decent rainfall. Murchison River is the second-
longest river in Western Australia. It starts itslongest river in Western Australia. It starts its
journey in the ancient lands of the Robinsonjourney in the ancient lands of the Robinson
Ranges and flows for about 820 km to the IndianRanges and flows for about 820 km to the Indian
Ocean at Kalbarri across an ever-changingOcean at Kalbarri across an ever-changing
landscape of dry plains, salt lakes, and rockylandscape of dry plains, salt lakes, and rocky
slopes.slopes.
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    Turn around here and retrace the    Turn around here and retrace the
main route for 380 m to get back to themain route for 380 m to get back to the
start.start.
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